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For The Tribune.
RIGHT If MIGHT.
Parience! and steadfust adamantine will® [world
We wall do right, though the great murmuring
Deride and thwart us, asking, Have you skill
To guide your bark with all her sails unfurled
Against the tempest of my scorching breath,

That naught can shield thee from exeept more |

dreadful Death.
To thee inleed, Death wears a fearful face,
See thou to that, he is our loving friend,
‘Who calmly leads us with an awful grace,
To where all doubting and all strife will end .
And as the guerdon of cur hard-won race
We shall embrace farr Truth, long sought in eve-
ry place.
Put for thy scorn, laugh on * we love thee not,
And how can that we love not. make us grieve?
Yet we must pity thee and thy sad lot,
Marsh to drink, the living waters leave—
Ay, would endure all grief thal thou canst give,
Could our last wearied breath but teach thee how
o live,
Thou yet shalt see our bark’s trmmphant way,
Like the far day star's in its fullest prune .
Bearing divinest Truth's perfected sway,
God's fairest child, helped in his chosen time !

‘Wait, and in quietness possess thy soul, ftrol.
Trust His almighty arm, Right shall all things con-
—————

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.
i s
Six Reasons why It shounld be Abolished
DY SAMUKL J. MAY.

Fo the Editer of The Tribune

We should take every suitable oceasion to
expose the inhumanity and uselessness of Capital
Punishment. The recent horrible occurrence in
France, made so notorious by the trial of M
Charles Hugo for his manly remonstrance ;. and
the noble plea of his father, Vietor Hugo, pub-
lished in your paper & few days ago, must have
arrested the attention of sume who may nut have
thought much upon this suliject before.

To such allow me 1o address some of the rea.
sons why | think Capital Punishiment ought to

be ubolished :

1. Capital Punishment should be abolished,
becanse it ix cowardly and mean to l'vl_ﬂl‘f‘r . The
wretched men who ean bo made to suffer it, are
alrendy subducd, slready in the hands and at the
disposal of the State. There s nothing maore to
be feared from them; and the safety of no ane
requires their death, 174 bloody-minded person
were at large, doing harm toall who came in his
way, “ seattering about him fire-brands, arrows
and death ;" i he evaded, or successiully resisted
all attempts to take him ; if the el power could
nol get possession of L, %o as to restrain himn
and prevent his depredations upnn society —1 liere
might be some BXcuse, sone appearance o ne-
cessity for the States’ sending oul its agents, il
shooting himn down as he fled. But when the poor
wreteh has been arrested, steipped of his wea-
pons of offense-—socurely inprisoned—loaded
with irons—enfecbled by close confinement and
spare diet,—then to take himn all helploss as he
ix trembling and pale with fear.totake hnn and de-
liberately put him to death. Oh' isit noteowand.
Iy, 1% 1t not tean t A whole community, a Stite,
o afraid of n smglemdividual —an individual too
that is mposoned, and it may be chained hand
and foot, that they dare not let him live! Is not
this cowardly, mean’ *“In countries and o
tines, i which the congtruction and disciphine of
Pententtaries  were unknown ; ameng savage
tribes, whose modes ot lite and rude impericet
institutions aflorded them no means of selt pro-
tection apminst the repetition of crime, there
might have been some exeuse for mterposing the
lmrnm‘hle gulf of the grave between the erumi-
pal and themselves. But with us, who have well
constructed prisons, the execntion of the eriminal
can never be nocessary 2< anact of seli-delense
against the repetition of his crimes.”

11, The Death Pennlty onght to he abolished,
because the mfliction of it ever has been, and cver
muat be cruel and demoralizing. Is 1t not crugl,
extremely cruel to tuke o human being, ane who
like ourselves can feel so exquisitely physical
pain and mental anguish—one in whom, as in us,
the dread of death 1s nstinetive—is at not ex-
tremely ciuel to take such a one deliberately,

e his hands so that he ean not relieve the agony
of his fechings o moment by making some etfort
to same bimsell; to take him, and i the full con-
sciousness  of what awaits  him,  bring hun
slowly (1t used to be by the beat of the mutfied
drum or the tolling of the funcral bell} to the ap-
pomnted place, and thore, after sundry prelimi-
naries, cut off hus head, shoot humor hang him—
im it not eruel ' thsdehiberate mander be not
cruel, | taim would know whataet would deserve
the opithet © 1110 were not eruel, why are not
humane, kind hearted men willing o be the
nts for the infliction of 1t ° Hot be adeed
which the highest good of society demands,
which Christ has appointed to be dene, and God
will approve, why were the ministers of religion
#0 incensoed at the sngeeston that it would be an
mmpmm work tor them to do' Surely, if
y e the holy men they ought to be, standing
nearer to the Most High than comoon men, it
would seem most fitting that to them should be
committed the solemn oflice of taking away that
life which God only can bestow. But no, 1 do not
believe there ever was an unsoplusticated indi-
vidual—one unperverted by his theones atout
the demands of justice, or not blinded by his love
of excitenient or s thirst for revenge—who
could view an execution without feeling that it
was cruel A thnll of horror, a warnur of dis.
tion, of disgust, always runs through the
rong assembled to witness it the momwent the
wninercitul deed is done, and the love of excite.
ment is gratified.

That the sight of such a deed 1s demoralizing,
thousands of tacts might be adduced to prove.
But there is no need that 1 stop 1o argue this
point. 1t s now pretty generally conecded m
most of the States of our Unmion.  Executions
which used to be always enacted in public for
the good of the community, have everywhore
bean found to be sa migchiovoue in therr ofloote,
that they aro now generally had in private. -
change 15 based upon a concession, that demands
of the commonwealth the entire abolition of 4
law which it would be deleterious to the people
to see executed.  © Laws which intlict death for
murder,” sad Dr. Franklin, ** are, in my opuon,
as unchnstian [and therefore as demoralizing  as
there which justity or tolerate revenge.”

“Tho sight

Of blood to crowds, begets the thirst for more,

Ax the irst wine cup leads W the long revel *
The wfliction of the Death Penalty teaches di-
rectly *too low an estimate of the worth of lite ;
and by hardening the heart, benumbing the fuer
feelings ol the soul, famihanzing men with the
thought and sight of man-kilhing, prepares them
for the commission of crimes of violence " The
executioner 1s the indirect cause of more mur-
ders than e ever avenges. ** Sow an execution,
and reap a crop of murders,” 18 a proverh whose
meaning 1s as true as it s ternble.  “Allthe ar-
gmntl."uyl Mr O'Suluvanin his report, *all

e arguments of policy and humanity which
dictated the abolition of the pullic spectacle, com-
mand us to abohsh the execution itsel(”

HI. Capital Punishment ought to be abolished,
becawse it gemerally falls wpon those who have been
depraved by the cust and which soci.
sty mamtams. A very large proportion of the
murderers are found to have been brought up in
jgnorance® ; to have been driven to desperate
coutses by oppression, or made nsane by wtem-
perance. So long as the State neglects to pro-
vide instruction—intellectmal and moral culture
—for all its children, 1t should consent to suffer
all the evils that may be intheted by the vicously
ignorant ; excepting so far as it can avert these
:nlo by such a course of p?tment asshall have

uence u those
who have v .

relorming
crime.
So

been lefi, 1t not tramed, to commit
; '."!"}h State licenses the sale of in-
RSy M L

e
damnation, so long ne cne should be held to pay

Marvard Colege. D, Joha W

the forfeit of his life for any crime he wm
mit under their maddening influence. e may
hium where he may be reformed from the

mhmme hatit we have allowed, temptad! him
to contract ; but 1t is the basest mu=tice
in the comumunity, first to mislead an indvidoal
to his min, and then hurry him out of life for s
crimes. It was well sard 1n one of the petitions
presented to the Executive of Massachisetis for
the commutation of the pumshment of Orien De
Walfe :

wThte great reasan why his lLife hould not be
taken is found in the fact that he has been miTered
to grow up timorant and negiceted.  He s an or-
phan.  Sovicty has never periormed its duty to 1he
unmortal soul, which God commutted to its eharge
and 10w, after society has never sought ott this ne-
glected arphan boy, 2id endeavored o eultivate and
rnnnble 1Fm immortal spark within him. shall 1t
strike him down upon the first infrartion of tho law
—oter him up & sacrifice 10 its own neglect, and
send him unprepared to his final acoount ™

Again: Many of those, in ail countries and in
all ages, who have been brovght to the gallows,
were regularly trained by the State to vioience
and hloodshed, often, too, against their will:
they were soldiers in the Arny or the Novy—
men who had for years been subjected to all the
corrupting, hardeninz, demoralizing influences
of the trm? or the battle-ship—men who had had
the benevolent affections of their hearts stuill-
ously repressed—men who had bren tanght, ay,
compelled, to commit murder, and then atter-
wus were hanged or put to death for dong on
thear own aceount the very deeds which they had
been applanded for doing “at the biddinz of oth-
ers ’w declarstion 1s as old as Machievel,
that *War uakes thieves and murdorers, and
peace hnngs them to the pallows" Now it
scems to me obviously just that so long as the
State will teach, trnin, encourage, compel men
to learn and practice the arts and mmdulze the
passions of the man-killer, so long she shonid
not assume the right to put to death any one
who may so far furget hunself as to do the sune
act to gratify his own rovenge o cupidity, that

| could

he has been tought he must do to gratily the |

same had passions in the rulers of his country.
And, more than all, in those States where the
Government legalizes, and the civil anm wonld
enforce oppression—where one portion of the
community are held i slavery 1o the other, no
individual ought to be capitally pumshed. who,
gonded to desperation by the wrongs inflicted
upon kim, should wreak vengeance upon the one
that has deprived him: of all his rights as a
and would i&i'v'p i in the condition of a domes-
tcated brute.
man niad.”

| lithe grave.

* Oppression waketh even a e |
|

IV Capital punishment ought to he aholishod |
—because, althongh it be the haghest penalty the |

Law eon i flice, ot ox mot denounced against the high-
rxt offmses. Denth s inflicted upon lum who
kills, or with violenve defiles the hody, not upon
him who kills or defiles the aoul,  Yet, need |
ask which is the greater oflense ' What parents

| the

wauld 1ot rather see thoir son—their only son— |

gashed all over with wounds mthieted by t
snssin’s knife, knowing that he died in
ey—than to see his bady bloated, and his eoun-
tenance covered with the blotehes of mtemper-
ance—to hear frem his lps profaneness and ob-
seemty, and find that his heart had

m filled |

with impunty—his moral and religions prinee |

ples utterly undermined—i e that he has heon
seduged by bad men, and mude a libertine or o
drunkard © Yer those are tolerated, lieensed, i
a community who are working the soul ruin of
the young contimualiv—those who are plotting
conntless devices to undera their principles,
deprave their_sppetites and idslead them wto
courses which conduct to moral denth. Suech
men are allowed to go at large, nay, are licensed
by the State to seek alivelihood by their prac-
tices, to secumulate fortunes out ol thie roo of
ther fellow menw; and it they succeod, arp per-
mitted to move unguestioned among the reh and
the fushionable. Now 1l we are not afraid to
let such men deliberately proseente ther work —
it 1= inconsistent, hypoeritical, false inus to be
afratd of them that now and then kil a body,
and after that have no more that they conld do

8o too the seducer of the comtiding temale—he
who has unsettled her prineiples, defiled her ssul,
brought her by hus wiles 1o beeome the parines
of his gutlt, he mny escape with a paltry fis
he who in the fury of his appetite, has overcome
by brute force the apposition of his victim—has
bent her person but not her will tohis vale pur-
poses, and so has left Ler morally unliarmed, he
tor this certainly less offense must pay the forfent
of hislife. For another example, we need only
recur to the casge of the slave holders and the
sluve.  Soriely pennits, a=sists the one to seize
upon his fellow bewg deprive him ot all his
nghts, make o piece of property of him, redues
b to the condition of @ vlu:\!:rl. work hin os g
horse or an 0x, whip hiny, brand him, starve him,
sell him, mortgage him, give lum away—bat de-
nounces the putmshiornt o death upon the poor,
mjured outraged man, if he raises i his llmfrnr'tm
upon s oppressor wind takes or attempts to take
s lite.

Such glaring inequalities in the administration

of the lighest functions of Government not |

only renders nugatory the infliction of punish-
ment, but tonds to bring the wstitution of civil
government imto distrust, if not contempt.

V. Capital Punishment onght to be abolished,
becouse it 15 vindictive, not reformatory. 1 there
be any class of our fellow beings who should
excite our deepest commuseration, and eall out
our best efforts for therr relied, they are they who
Lave been hurried by their passtons to the eom-
nussion of crimes that awaken gencral horror—
andd lead the perpetiators of them to be looked at
as aliens trom the human family, no longer en-
titled to the sympathy and forbearnnce ot their
brethren  These are fallen men,—but they are
wen for all that  There 18 something in them
much better that the horrud passion wineh has
burred them to erime. 1 1t were, as 1t surely
was, the great, distinctive work of the founder ot
Chrnistianity to seek and to save the lost—it must
be the duty of his fellow laborers to seck, and
try to save, such s these especinlly.  Let not
then the anns of the Siate mterpose to snateh
them away from the kindly, Chrstian influences,
which of brought to bear upon them may, and
srobably will subdue, chasten, change their

earts,—and bring them into good tellowsin) with
man again, and mto ar-one-mens with God

Were we indoed o Chnstian people, the resto-
ration of the lost woulld e the work or oo,
which our covperntion would be the most gong
ral, liberal und hearty. Qur prisous and peniten.
tinnes would be planmed and appomed for the
reformation of crimiials—would be commiited to
the most humane, the best, the wisest men
conld be induced to take charge of them . aml
condueted throughowt on such prineiples and in
such a spirit as should tend 1o soften the hearns
of the most obdurate, and bring the vilest sinner
back to God and s fellow-bemngs. We should
not be =0 eager to get rid of our erning brothers
—t0 dispoge of thom sunumarily, shat they way
be out of sight and out of mind. But an wstanee
of dreadful cnime m a fellow would at once
awaken within us the deepest conuniseration for
huw, as woll as abhorvence of his offense ; and
rouse us to do all m our power, and incur any
expense that might be uecessary to restore our
lost brother,

Taking the life of a criminal ean, of course,
have no téndency 1o eeform him. I8 cuts him
down ere there can be any satistactory evidence
of his repentance—ere there can have been tpne
to effect n radical change inhis character.  Capi-
tul Pumishment is vindietive. It is called the
VEXGEANCE of the Law, and justiv =0. Foru
svems to do no other good (f good this can be
called) but to gratily lﬁe resentment which the
conmunity feels toward one who has distu rhed
its peace. "That this 1s the spint which pronipte
te Capital Punishiment, we must infer from the
undemnble fact that people are alwayvs the most
willing to have those criminals suder death
whose enime has outraged their feelings most
grossly. Inour endeavors to obtain the pardon,
or commutation of the punishment of munlerers,
we have always found the difficulty of effecting
our purposes to be in proportion to the aggrava.
tion of their offenses. We have bad a case ex.
actly in point, in this State, but two or three
vears ago. | refer to the case of the wretched
Green who was executed, at Troy, for the mur-
der of his wite. The petitions for the commuta-

3';“ of his ﬁ‘md;n“wut were sel asile al once, on
at his crime was a peculiarly hein.
ous one. It undoubtedly was owers

heinous, so far as we can judge from the outward
circumstances of his deed—but that, so far from
being a reason why he should be hurned out of ife,
is the very reason, of all others, why he should

have been kept ahke, that by‘: course of Chris.
tian instruction and discipline he might have been
brought nto a regenerate state.

that we iiay come st onee 1o eonsider the cons
| elusion I will ‘concede that of an i nal
be attacked by another, and can save Lo

| presenbed

VL. The Death Penalty should be abolished
because the Stcte has, and can heve, no adequate au-
therity 1o take the life of @ human being.  Itis uni-
versally conceded that we have no nghtindi:
vidually to take the life of a2 manexceptin®
case of self-defense. Whence, then, dil th

Gevernment of the State get the nght to doprive

cne of life in any other case ! The theory on

which our civil comstitulions rost i thas all the
pLweTs the State are derived from the will
(exp: or impiied) of s constitgent bt 1 B
ters, The ndividuals who compose the com
munity. 1t seried, transier to the Government

1 powers as it 1s suj posed wil
1T ai stored by this agent of the body
than by imdivicualis. But the Stats nas
n Fave rightfully no power which it dud
not recerve from ME constituents, Now these
conatituents surely sive to the State
w it they d themselves possess. L, then,
a8 1= conceded by all, no man has a right (except
it be in the exiremest cage of gelidefense) to kili

such rights

better

poitl

aud ca

a tellow.man. he cannot transfer to the boly
politic any right to do this in any other ¢
“The stream cannot rise higher than the foun-

tain.”
Nor, again, did the community derive this

ower over life from the concessions made "ot
Ly its constituents touching themselves When
we surrendered to the bedy politic a portion of

ournights to enable us the be to retan the
aggresate of them, did we con otr title to
life ' Dig we give—eould we have given—to so-
ciety the night to take our life away unider any
cireunstances, tor any cause’ No: we did not

¥
not transfer i8. A man may not for
cause kill himeelf without sin.  He ecannet,
therefore, delegate to athers the nght to Killhin

Let the crimes that he Has comnutted be what
they may . let the terrors of conscience be ever
so awlul, the inflictions of self-repronch be ever
g0 sovere, he may not (without aggregating ks
guilt) iy from his tormentors, by barying himself
i Though the natural punishment of
his sine msy seem to han (as i did to Cain)
greater than he can bear: though the sun may
give him ne cheering light, and the earth may
louk dreary to his eye, and every man he meets
may seem to abhor and dread “him—though |
miy les | himsedil to be a fugitive anil 4 vagahond
—he has no warrant from the Almighty Disgoser
of life to escape from his sufienngs by rushing
webidden throveh the gates of death.  How,

then, could he have transterred to the bady poli-

tie anthority 1o do with hun, or for him, (let his

eritne Yie what it may,) that which he bad no au-
ty to dowith or for himselt ' He could!

nore than to an in-

1o the fo
i unh, w

Ny, any

w ali republicans and demoerats) denived from
soverned, whenee did the Govermnent get
the right to Kill any of its 'copstituents lor any
cause whatever! Surely, | repeat, the sirea
cannot nise higher than its source

Here I may be told that the right of the State to
take the ife of the wurderer is derived from the
tight, which every individial constituent has to
defend himself by taking thelife of his nssa
In this connection 1 will concwide the pre

soli only by killing the other, he may take
the lite of tus asswilont.  This, however, will not,
by any train of correct reasonmg, lead ns to the
conelusion which the advoeates of the deat
penalty huve attompted to derive from it
betore sueiety could have the night of the nuli-
sulusl, in the ease supposed, it must be evident
that society 1s in the same prodicamont as the
individual. But this will not be pretended, T
cause the anymal to be executed must be alroaly
in the hands, and entively at the disposal of th
State, Norby putting hin to death will the
State protect the life of the one he has assailod,
because that lite he has already taken. “ltas

| not tll after the erime, which no himan power

can repair, that the State sceizes the eriminal and
puts him to death for the purpose of mnking an
example of lam, and of hn{dln;.; his execution up
i view as a terror to others—a shocking sort of
experinenting on human nature—to Kill une man
m order to retorm o econfirm the virtue of nn.
other—i. ¢ unattempt to deter from the shedding
of human Wood, by itself sotting the example of
the very act it forbis.” Now il this were the
rp-l able eflect of u.l'l."!lr.g l.iIiI.l.ll puumh nent,

contend that (if our theory of Government e
correct, ) the State could have no atthority to (o
flict such pusishmonts, unless it can be made to
appear that the eonstituents of the State inde-
vidually have the right w Kill the murderer for
the same reasc, . e morder &
committing the crime

nossess that richt ourselves, and therefore we |
¢ v

meat for you,” where it is obviously a pernussica
and not acommand.

We sen, then, that if we receive the passage
exactly as it stands, in our Common Version, it
by 1o Weans requires the construction, which the
advocates of Capital Punishment put upon it.—
We may understand it only as a permission—
ard what we are permitted to do, we arealso
permitted not to do. It would he left discretion-
ary with us. And in fact, practically this is the
oniv way ‘'n which those who clam for human
nts the nght to mitict death, this isthe

gUvErLN
only way in which they, atter all, un.
derstand it should be osed & they have |
s3) sbout this passage as a command, the most

% N Y

xis of them }

strre

| insome coases of mur
remitted—the punishmer 11 the
this liberty may be taken in some cases, accord-

| tion. what light it throws upon the whole great
leth

t he did not ']!u.'-m"s.". And if the |
i owere of Government are (as they are said tohe |

| denee here

to mon's wisdom—mayv i not e takenin
et coses—ses, in all eases—if men sha!l be

Erought to sce, that there are other and betler
ways of tresting the worst criminals, than put-
ting them out of hifs

But as [ have mated, the translators micht

ty, have written it “will his
Hood be shed.™ There 1snothingin the ongi-
nal requiring them to use the word “ whall™ Anid
now if we use the passage with this emenda-

uI:'E'. eyual propn

subject under consideration.  * Whoso shedd

| an's blood by man swill Bis blood be shed™ A

hetion signally fulfilled mnall

perhaps, ave seen veritied—that
the shedding of man’s bl ays will have a
t¢ndency to awaken the san ATY passions,
snd 1mpel men to the shed of more blood

We see, in the lizht of all history, and of pnssing |

events, that this has heen and 1s signally true
Violence always has, and always wiil awaken
the spirit of violence.  The sight of blood seems
to tnfurinte men. Never unty the lfe of man 18
held sacced, and the sentiment that it is inviola-
[}

1]

cotes 1o
he violation of life becorme mare,

The Qua-

w
kers and Moravians inenleate thiz sentiment |
and [ belteve there htis never been more than one

rcommitted by a Quaker or
i Moravian. Tt not the fear of the gallows
hat restrains men from the eommitssion of mar-
der. bt the sentunent of re ok t for life, INstine-
tive m the hun Let that sentiment be
fully o . 1et it he enlightened. let it be in-

instanee ¢f A nim

an heart

fully developed

eulcated upen all children with care and
earnestness wWhich its import |
the lives of all men wou

ol thelr jellows, exeep

that have becomo 1nsan
————— i ——— et

CALIFORNIA.

Climate of San Francisco—Amtumn Weather-
A Calitornin Winter—Regularity  of (he
Temperature—Calendnr for March, Apriland
Mag—Record of Tewperature, Wind and
tuin— Agricnliure —Snipments — Immense
Quantity ef Lnmber—Health—Omuibuses—
Aew Bay Discovery —California Pruit—
Mining Operations — Prospecting -——Who
should go to Californin- Fresh and Sal
Water.

Correspondence of The Trbune

San Fuanciseo, Saturday, June W, 1851
Messns. Eprrops: The present mail

brings to the people of the Atlantic States a

to the citizens of

The sulyect 1s too sickemng tor

story of sham disgracy

San Francsco
my taste, and | will leave vou to gather the facts
This letter will bie
windnly to a sketel of the climate sinee my rest
When | arnived, i the latter part
ot Avgust, we had duily sea winds and fogs, the
atmosphete being alinost constantly Tonded with
With winter apparel,

from other sonrecs; devoted

wist, both night and day
the evenmes were too cold to sit comfortably
withaut a fire

The fogs and sen winds of the Summer ceased
eurly in September, and lrom that e, through

| the month of October, the weather was elear and

still, and the temperature gental.  The same
condition of climute ean into November, and we
hod between two and three months of the very

| best * Indian Summmer” that was ever got up in

| the old States

The wize ones told o rainto
set in early v November, or by the mubidle, at

| furthest, and to continue m diluvial profusion till

deter others from |

We must, it seems tomean the hght of this |

lost argument, either give up our theory of civil
BONOTTIe UL, OUT 1y ]-:d-lh‘nmsm. our democracy,
wnd go back in acknowledgmoent of the claims of
the despots of the old world, who assert a de-
cisive righ fHispuse of their subjects as they
please , or else we must recogmize the mviola-
bility of the life of man, and renvunce the right
of Governments to inflict the penalty of death.
To shed the blood of our fellow crestures,
says Blackstone, one of the greatest writers
"{l' n baw and Morals, that has ever hived, “to
ed the bleod of dur fellow ereatures 1s o mat-
ter that requires the greatest deliberation, sl

| Ler eonts became epidemie

|
the fullest conviction ol our own authonity . for

Itie 15 the immediate giftof God to man: which
LA} ithier h-- AN ressen, nor can ot e tasen from
him, unless by the commaml, or the permission
of Hun who gave i, etther ¢ Xpressly venled,
or ecllected from the laws of patire or soliely
by elear snd indisputable demonstrations.” :

I imsist, theretore, i conclusion, that the pun.
iehiment of death ought to be abohshed, because
there 1% no commamd or perrassion of God to
1fliet it, that 18 now obligntory or in foree

We all know, ol course, that Moses, (believed
vy most Chrstians to have been the divinels ap
puinted lawgiver of the Jews,) instituted a gov-
ermnent, under which the E"”"!T." of denath was
p Hut it was prescnbed not for mur-
der, for Fupe, and treason alone. It wns pre-
seribed for many other offenses, some of them
merely corewotinl.  There is no one at the pres
ent day, | trust, in any part of Chnstendowm, so
eanguinary that he would consent to enforee
the penal eode of Mosses,  And yet there 18 10

those v

mimnticn, auywhere given, that
Lll---“ ledge it present authority, are at hit
elect the cnmes upon which the death pe

shall still be infitcted, and abrogate it in refer-
enve to others, that may npot seem o lemous
It we adopt the penal code of the Jewish law-
gtver on account of its divine authority, we are
hound to adopt the whole. From this, 1 presum
thore is o onle atLong us who would pot rey
however strenweus he be for Copatal r-t.'m.lh'm nt
in cortain cases Every consistent mian, there-

| sun riee, and was not above 38° at noon.

Spring. But no ramcame.  Everybody was pre-
pared tor it—the streots were planked and sew-
erval—liut an unclouded sky and a bright cheer-
ful sun prevaded,

About the 20th of November, the clouds began
to gather, and after atew days of ominous por-
tent, the ran was heard showering down by
weht  For a week it rained alimost every day,
wore of less, though the sun never omitted to
present his fice in his datly round.  About two
Long boots and India Rub-
But so far from the
cutpourings that were promised, the clowds deal
furth spanngly, and at length retired,

December set in with clear, bright and cool
Oy the 3th, the mereury fell to 257, at
There

mehes of water feil,

wenther

li was ice inthe shade all day—the only day all

| to the 171k there were scasonable and gentle |

tore will forbear to vige the present authonts of |

Misaie Inw ; for it will require of hun more than
he will be able to coneed

llgt we are told there is & commandment siven
iy God inthe Bible, which s not a part of the
Mosaie Law, and has therefore not Lm-n atiro.
Falul by the grce and truth of the Gospel
it 18 lound inthe 1Xth Chapter of (:pn._--.j-._‘lll’l
NOrse : **wheso sheddeth man's blood, g man shall
ki blood Be shed,”  On this the ady ocates of Caps
It is, indeed, their

ital Punishnont mamly rely
115 & command of the Al

chief cormer-stope
wehiy, say they, which has never been pepaale!,
and therefore 1s ol hgatory upon us.  All your
arguments sgainst the Death Penalty, however
gound and ingenious, are of no avail. fur what
v man when he replieth against God ! o 1s the
can mandment of the Most High ; and all that s
leit for us to do is reverently to obev, ** 3V hose
p'm-‘nll:.“t wen's bloed by man shall his blood be
shed " In the case of murder, at least, it is de-
ternined by infinite wisdom that such shall be
the penalty

If so much rebance be placed upon one short
sentence—i1 such a basis i1s indeed the main
support of such a superstructure, surely the lan-
guage of this sentence ought to be plain, une-
quivecal, pot admitting fairly of any other con-
stiuction, more accordant with the mereiful. for-
giving spirit of the Gospel. But 1sitso’ By
0o means - quite otherwise,

The whole force and strength of the passage,
as a command, resides in the suxibary word
“shall™ But this, all know, iz of the same
tense as ** will.” and often used interchangabl
withit. “‘ Shall”is not always imperative I{
is used frequently in the Scriptures in the sense
of “will” * Bloody and deceitful men " sav
t}.‘el ll:ulmdm.“nh not hive out haif their s
“ Wheso diggeth a pit shall fal "
wicked shall do mr};edly = lnll'i:iee?m ch Tthe
frem which this famous passage ;f!u“;}'::
that moveth

winter of which this can be said.  From the [oth

rains. Al this tume, just as the winter should
set i, lo! the hills donned the livery of spring,
and the little flowers began to peep out. The
gardens about the eity and at the Miswion wire
Taced under cultivation.  The winter was over.
he mormng of the Sih, already referred to,
proved to be the coldest of the season. Only
once alter this month did the mercury fall to the
freezing point, s0 as 1o produce jce. The 22 1
noted 1 my journsl as a < splendid day,” 234,
da, snd =0 on ull the Joth, On two or three
mormngs during this perivd there were slight
frosts, and at noon the thepmometer varied irom
e o, Itwould beimpossible to conceive
of wore delightful wenther

January began with broken weather, and sev.
erul woderate rons. Hot from the Sthto the
LI imeluatva, thare was Kot 8 drop of ratn, and
the weather was mostly delightiul. A slight
rin fell on the 20th.  Instead of the dreaded
torrents of water, drouth was now complamed
of. The miners had no water to wash the nn-
mense heaps of golden earth they had ptled up
in the summer and autumn.  Even the farmers
and gardencrs complmned, ad the price of hay
andd barlev—the Intter much relied on i this
country for horse-teed—was rsised In conse-
quence. Uw the 15th, the thermometer was at
SU7, at stnrise, but on no other day did it sink to
the freczing point. At poon it vaned from 50° to
47 These two figures will serve to show the
remearkable ynitornnty of thus chinate, as to tem-
perature. [ will copy the siate of the thermom-

| eter at noonon each day, f1om the 1t to the 31at

| tions frem day to day

. oecurred,

their days.” |

in regular order : 52, 57, 64, 51, 52, 53, 56, 53, 50,
6. G4, 60, 32, 55,67, 36, 53, 55,
6l B2, 7,03, 61, This is a far speci-
men of the whole year, i regand to the fluctua.
A more regular clunate
scarcely exists in the world,

February bepan with foggy mormngs, and the
sky for the first week wits more or less overcast,
with little rasn After this clear and beautitul
wenther prevatled, except several light ramns
fron the 15th to the 24th. A few partial frosts
tut no we. The warest noonday
was 71% and the coldest 55° The hulls and
meadows were covered with blossoms, but veg-
etntien suffered from the drouth. Only one-
third of an wnch of rain fell this month.

The former half of March was warm and
pleasant, except that the contmuance of dry
weather, and the prevalence of Westerly winds,
stirred up more dust than necessary for comfort.
On the 18th, cccurred a revolution in the ele.
ments, with a cold rain, and in the night a show-
er ¢f hail and rain.  Nex: worning Mount Diabo-
lo, whose conical peak towers above the inter-
vening hills at a distance of 30 miles eastward,
ghttered in the sun-heams, covered for the first
tume with his beautiful winter costume. The
coast range of mountans further southward,
where there are no hills to intercept the view,
exiubited their snowy peaks at a much fru:er
distance. The sight was charming, and | gazed
©n it almost by the kour, from the streets of the
city, and from the surrounding hights. After
this the weather was irregular, with occasional
runs. On the night of the 30th was a heavy
shower of bail, ran apd snow, and next day

59% 540, 53, 58, 58,

Mount Diabolo and the coast range, again shone
in snowy brightness. ‘The morning of the 3lst
was the coldest, viz. 347, and Light frosts were
observed on several other mornings.  The warm-
est nocnday was 71° and the coldest53°

April résembled March in its genieral complex.
wn  Prior to the 2th there wene several sea-
sonable and moderate rains, e last weok was
not to be surpassed by [taly or any other country
The 25th was rather wanmn for exercis® at noon-
dav, the mercury moutiting to 847 The coldest
noun was 57°, end the coldest morning was 432
There was no genvral [rost.  The whole surface
of the country was covered with beautiful dow-
ers. anid the hills bey the Mission, at least
four miles off, nsseon frore the city, were actually
vellow with this foral carpet Cabbages, tur-
nips, lettuce and other vegetahles made their ap-
pearance in the market, rased the open alr in
the neighboring gardens

With May came an mcrease of the datly soa-
broeze. which on several occasions so filled the
air with dust and sand as to force the people to
keep within doors few efforts at rain wore

| made, but they failed, and the dry season was

| the month
-a predicticn that we our- |

prevail zenerally—unever until then |

surrendered to uneunditionally, under the assuc.
ance of the old residents that rain could not
come down from the sky aftor the middle of May
But behold ' on the 15th, a regular rum sot in,
and we had the rainiest day ot the whole season

Some rain fell on the two sueceading days, and
then dry weather and high winds fintshed out
The late fall of min was of great

value to the agncultural mterests. Thore was
no weather #o warm as th Apnl, the mereury not
ning bevond 807 AtS AM onthe | there

was a decided shock ot an earthquake, which
shovk the houses of the city, and agitated the
«hips in the harbor

of Mav.  Inthe first week there were several
high winds, which are always a great nuisance
Lere, from the sand and dust they stir up, and
also the chill arr they bring in trom the ocean

June, thus far, (14th) has been a continuation |

The morning ts invarably bright and calm, and |
of genal temperament ;. but toward noon the
wind sets i from West, or South of West, and

lntely you are chilled, and if sensitive,
driten to take refuge in the house, or beneath
Fogs are a part of the Summer regin
bt we have had nofogs yet  So tar frivn sat-
fering with keat, there has not been one eveming
thus tar, when fire 1n the siling-room wis un-
comfortable
all thevear, Though clad an lannel, | have r
vot thrown off wy coat from heat even at noan

lill'_-
{ will pow give the wean tempernture of dach
onth, at seprse and at noonday, amnd also the
highestand lowest extremies . the proportion of
Northerly, Sonther!ly and Westerly winds | the
number of elear davs, &e o 1 also add the num
ber of davs in the onth which were windy in

whole vrin part—me sthy in part

December, 1850—Meun ot sunrise, 427 noonday,
Highest, (4, lowest, g~ Nogtherly winls,
terly, 3. wost and south, 10, Wiy
) Clear dass, 17, Ralnon Sdays . quantity,
100 inches.  lee ou 4 mornings.  No snow nop
humil,

ary. 1861—Mean at sunrise, 414° . at noomlay,
ghost, 04 . lee on Gne norn-
Northerly wirids 12 days - ensterly, 6 west
Windy days, 2. elear days, 0.
quantity, 085 mches. Nostow or

5
ine
anid south, 13.
Rainon §days
Tl

Friruary

—Mean at sunrise, 429 . at noonlay, 60
fowest, Al Najee, spow or hal,
casterly, 4. west and

"W
¥ 5, 9. clear days, 17 Radn on
4 doye. Quantity, 0.75 inches

Mar 11 nt noonday, 64

ch—Moaun 41 sunrise,
T4 lowest, i Nodete. Hiatl on one day,
mid snow on one day, bubmelted on falling
hcaes.  With these cxceptions, ther wis not
¢ snow or hall all Winteér.  Northerly winls,
3 pasterly, ¢, west and south, 19, Windy
fays. 18, elear days, 12, Iain on 11 days, Quantity.
2 iehes,

Aprl—Mean at sunrise
Highest 847 . lowest 427, Northerly winds on 3 days,
easterly 3, west and south 2. Wiody davs 13
Clear duys 13, Hain on 8 days—quantity 1,140

Miry.— Mein ot sunrise about 30° | at noonday 08
or 607, Thisis only an estimate, the fire having de
stroyed my instmiments, and temporartly dernnged
wy sbserviations of the tempernturs 1hghest and
Jowest estimatesd at 5% and 45°, Northerly winds
on 1 day, easterly 1, westand south 29, Windy days
18, Clear daysi9. Ramon® days, (15th, 10th and
atthi—quantity 0.50 in.

Besude the rain above recorded, there was one
other during the last twelve months,  This was
about the wldle of September, when ene tourth
of an nch el dunng o thunder storm.  Nothing
nearer to o thunder-storm has transpirod for a
vear past, Indecd 1 have noleven notieind light-
uing, exeept on one other occasion, andd then 1
was faintly visible iothe distant horizon. It isn
dull elimate to those who are fond of thunder-
gusts,

It appears from the foregoing recond, that the
quantity of rain for & year post 18 as follows
Sept. 025 in, Nov. 200 in, Dec. 160 in ,Jan
0,53 11, Feb 035 i, Mareh 200 ., Apnl L1
in, May 0.70 in —tatal 859, or m roumd nom.
bers 0 inches.  Thes 1s Jess than one-fonrth the
quantity which falls in the dryest years i the
Atlantic States, where the amount varies lrom
10 to 60 inches, the average being about 45

fn most other paurts ol the State there has
been more rain than at San Francisco, though
nowhere an average supply Yot 16 has boen
doled cut so economiendly that agricultural -
dustry has not suffered, and the gardens and
crops are in luxunant condition.  Hay and Bar-
lew have been harvested  New potatoes are o
our market, as large as goose-esgs, and selling
at 13 cents a pound. S0 much ground has been
stocked with this vegetable, that the price will
Le down in & wonth or two, to two or three

17 . at noonday A6

Men wear thorr winter clothing |

introduetion of frosh water

Year than in any forver year Soue_—“T
formed persons who have z«n throngh the
ning region estimate the quaniity at double.
“]‘P]\ of the precions metal, both m the
and in the rock, s inexhanstible . but i iy
longer to be picked wp on the surface by ot
haniful.  Minmg operstions are Lecousing
more complicated. Machoery 1o introduced
crushing the roc k It I
man-power, we have the Long Tom,
by mE‘!rs Machinory 1s nss : hhnig.
be attorwards comivcted by artihetal rh"'-";th
ten, twenty and thioty wmiles. The washing
but one jink o the chinn

As 10 the rich discoveries daily promulgated
some are real, thers gol up to atbmel e M:
gration and encourage trade H-f\rrv merchang
and Ih-_‘f(‘t throvie he moaning region s i
terested in making out a zoodd case for the n
ners in his uetzhbor ul letters are oftey
manufactured o serve the porpose  But ny
nevertheless true that o« rich deposits gy
foamd, and fortunes soi e made ma fey

L

dayz.  And so s e [0FL A0S AKe some,
umes made by parchasing » lottery ticket
It may be fairly assuscd that ifrom ten 1
twenty thousal Lmea pre conatantly engaged iy
prospating Every hill and valley, u!’:ﬂ water.
¥

course and ravit
eager eaplocers, sin
ing for nch placers «
minety-mne i a hun
searching for more, eome disgostod with
the * humbug.” the hundeadth man falls vpoy o
fortune, and blows a trompot, the sound of
wihtel pazses the Rocky Mountains, amd lyres |
from thewr homes twice as many adventurers g ‘
return disappomted and vopovershed !
After all, this is the country fora poor man,
or the man of moderate means, who comes wak
reasomable rrpectations, and for a PREMANKNT
HoME.  Witness a sohitary tact : By the Inst con.
fagration, thousands of persens, wany of them
dap‘ laborers, with large trmilies, were birned
out of house arsd koo, and lett adess. Yet
I have not encenntersd & soatary pell
liel, or & singl |
or bread
theater at Sicmm
sufferers . but the

15 covermd wity
| cinpantes, search.
veins  And while
Wl oall thewr money

to sk for rotict

amd 1t was pul promptly  Hectin
throweh the pape (borer §s Lhe A
man here, riistrgss take miuge
among merchants, tradesmen amd proiesstond
men

rebuiit that you wonld

H
f the destroyer =

The city ts sa far
scarcely recognize the trn-ks
Means are taken to provide an adegnae siupply
af water, against the tnturedangeér.  Bessle the
tor which an ondss
nance has poassid the Couneils, o project has
boen started tor i 2 o reservonr of salg
water, to be supplied trom the bay, and used
case of fire.  Both plans coniemplate thew ful-
fillment by private enteip nise, with certan prve
tleges and restrictions.  An Fone of both will no
doubit be speedily carr fout

Yours, &¢ SN Py
e e e et
Berkshire,
Correspondence of Thi Tribune.
Srockomiven, Frilay, July I8

The up-10.00° Falirenheit days areé upon us,
and 1 would give you, oiserable denizens of
Now - York, my fellow sullerers not many days
ago, the simple, strmght-forw ard advice, to take
the New-Haven Expross toain at 5 o'cloek i the
moming, mect ot the  Housatopie
teain tor Berkshire o, Mass, by which oae
may come through, without finilt or failure,
brenk-down or siasheap, runmingofl or rarning-
on, 1o this delectable Stockbindge by me
seven mnutes past thiee, aes I'Tlllllu 1] l.‘lm{
After a bath and a good dinner, 11 you did got
snateh 1t on the road, vou must take a stroll the
same afternoon throueh the  mapledined ad
elmeshauded streets, take 4 ook ot the unigee
Episeog al Chvtred, nt the Bovse where Jonathe
Fawards wrote histreatise on the hll, st the
old chureh-vard, crowded with mteresting mo-
nments, ot the disn torving ground of 99
yours ago, preserved o silent yot speaking
desolation  from sl eneroachment by s ttle
deed good to the end of timo, and so passing @,
return bome through the meadows just ar s
sot, by the sule of the gracetully winding, low
mgly lingering Housatoue o the evening ye
shindd ake friends with the visitors st th
Hotel, well bied cultivated people, hear som
niusic, or sioke gnd chat on the plazza, enjop
g the cool fresh air and the dimly-seen, war
ing loaves ol the maples

Next mormug you shall vise all ready and re
freshed for a mormng's ride , anl where shall |
advise you to drve, when there is such a sum
tuous assortment of rides through groves and
streams amd over beantial hills and around nest.
Ling lakes ! You must go to Monwment Foun
taif at any rate—beeanse the view therelrom i
unsurpassed in the land, aod Because Bryant has
made 1t classie by his poen. Bt you should
there in the atternoon, fur the sake ol the lﬁu&t
ening shadows across the valloy, and the setting
sun. So i the mormmge let us deive *over
hill” north, and detnk 1o that enchanting view of
the troespangled and stivam ribanded plain be
low, and come n a lialthoor o the * Stock-
bridge Bowl, " n lake of three miles circomier-
ence, (sbout which Mrs Sigourney hax writlen

U

Bridgeport

-

| the most graceful poetey of her eollection,) st

cents a pound—or about $1 1o 81 30 per bashel, |

The ruling yrice for good old crop potatoes at
this time 15 7 to 10 cents per pound. retail—
equivalent to & 50 and 85 a bushel The best
pow in the market are from Oregon and Hobart
Town &

I atn informed Ly a merchant that the guantity
of merchandize now on the Ocean, and known
to be destined to this port, from the Atlantic
States anld all other parts of the world, 18
150000 tuns ! People abroad are so sure of &
searee time coming upon us, that they secare us
aeninst it by the most lavish shipments, Lots
of tea have arrved here from New-York, mecting
on the way other lots shipped hence to New
York

Alter the late fire, eertain opertors in lumber
made & calculation to ascertin the amount on
hand. anid the result showed the enormous ag-
graguto of 23 millions of fect mthe market. Ty
rebutld the ety would require two and a hall
willions of feet ! leaying over 20 malhions on hand
Anit yet lumber ix arriving daily from ail quar-
ters. Eighty millions of feet have heen brought
o this port in the last two years

The kealth of the city continues good, and the
Lioctors are gentlenmwn of lelsure In the first
week of this month, June, there were 11 1nter-
ents, four of which were from deaths by vio-
lenee.  Ont of the whole number, six were burned
at the public expense. This in a population of
W 0.

We have a regular omnibus line now in opera-
tion, running to the Mission by the plak road, a
distance of something over two miles—{are £
each way. The showy outside panting, the
cushioned seats and velvet linings, and the strap
and peep hole sbove, are objects of attraction
and amusciient to the Senoritas about the Mis.
101, who are lond of patronizing the new estab.
lishment

A superb bay has recently been explored by
Crot. Tiekenor of the steames Sea Gull, on the
const 41 miles north of the division line of Ore-
eon nnd Californin, It is said to be of safe and
eusy entrance, aned capable of accommodating a
thousand ships with perfect security. The sur-
rounding country is luxunantly productive, and
wo!l wooded, and a town or city is aiready laid
out there by a colony landed from the Sea Gull

[ have ust seen a specimen of the Humboldt
Raspberries, of which I spoke in a former letter,
They are preserved in a bottle with brandy, and
though somewhat shriveled, are far beyond any-
thirg of the kind I have ever before observed —
They are shout as large as the common-sized
plums—decidedly larger than the damson. Man
of them are an inch in diameter, and when (res
would no doubt measure an inch and a half.

] cannot say much of the natwral productions
of the region about San Francisco, except as to
flowers, which abound in at beauty and pro-
fosion. There ina gmﬂerq ing abund-
antly on the hills, but it is a little thorny thing,
and not much used for cooking. I mean to say
the fruit itself is thorny, or more strictly speak-
mﬂ.t rickly, from the nigud hairs which cover it.
Blackberries are gathered in moderate portions,
and there are some Strawberries.

The mining operations are going on as usual.
From all [ can learn, | have no doubt that a lar-
ger amount of gold will be produced the present

| willage, where you can see Miss 5
' dence, which, unlike Hawthorne's, has more gs-

the upper end of whieh s Nathaniel Hawe

thorne's unassiming house, without apy
les” at all, (at which, however, you may

vou dare to mtrude yoursell on his retirse from
the world,) and passing on, still due north two

miles more, come to Lennox, a pw:;,pﬂchtlap Y
gwiek's resls

bles than one would dare to tall, tn anyliung el

| cepta work of fiction, and lins, too, lying befors
Lt a nwrrr of landscnje siiviching far away, ¢

beautiful that it alinest makes
tears start—und return chattily and mernly home
by another road, to a goo! dinner at the k-
bridge House

In the afternoon, you know, we sro engaged
for Munument Fountain ; and as we shall not
howme till in the evenmg, and you must take t
cars for New-York mn the morning, we sayne
more about that trip, except that it is the
ble delight of all who go, (nnd all de go,) pro-
vided they take along some lemonade and cake,
and Bryant's “mrln to read on the tap,

The hext fu will uL- a livaly
scramble through lee Glen, really one of
most wonderful places iu the world, and also 8
stroll on to romagtie Laurel HFhll, only & hop,
skip and juinp from the hotel, where the younj
people make love to sach other under the trees—
yes even on * Sacrifice Hook,” that you
about in Hope leshie ; snd where the
nestle, and the binds sing, and the squinels
churp.

Hl.il.l, o' if you could only stay over another
day, and we would have a trout fish in Hryant's
Green River, and some of those speckled best-
ties Headley brags so mueh about.  How masy
was it he caught—forty pounds or forty pensy-
werghts *

Distillery Milk in Philadelphia.
New-Youx, Thursday, July ¥

To the Edutors of The Tribune .

The remarks copied hy yon from the -
Philadeiphia Ledger in relation to still-slop
in Phtadelphia are unintentionally erronsoas.

The wnter in the Ledger knows nothing of
the cow-pens i the suburts of Philadelphis, of
he never would have saud * such th are not
nm[l cmal:li not be tolerated ™ in l’hnln?ﬂ?ﬂu .

‘They do exist, and | have for years gived
l.tmmnylu them. 1 hope the Ledger will lerret
them out and pursue this subject, so in
important t bealth. At many dairies, e
Philadelphia, is to be seen the barrel on w
that carries the slop from the sull 1
name places on Lombard-st. and South.st. West
(anal many others), where the writer can
it Where arsthe slops of the distillenes 00
the Schuylkill, st Vine-st , and South-st,
Fifth, consumed * ol

Ouly let lm inquire into it, and he will
the milk of Philadelphia not as pare 3
unagines PiitapsLrsis

—W one
Sap Accest.—We understand ﬁﬂ“

grand and
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